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ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  ending  31st  Deo.,  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  St.  Mellons  Rural 
District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  general 
conditions  of  Public  Health  for  the  year  1925. 

This  Report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  648,  and  as  such  is  considered  to 
be  a Survey  Report. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

AREA:  ,25,813  acres,  and  contains  fifteen  parishes  which 
form  part  of  the  Newport  Union  Area. 

POPULATION:  The  estimated  population,  1925,  is  11,440. 

The  population,  Census  1921,  was  1 1 5 1 5. 

Physical  Features  and  General  character  of  Area. 

This  area  extends  for  14  miles  along  the  West  side  of 
the  estuary  of  the  Usk  and  the  North  of  the  Bristol  Channel, 
as  far  as  the  East  bank  of  the  River  Rumney,  and  extending 
inland  to  a depth  of  5 or  6 miles.  The  land  for  1 mile  to  2 
miles  near  the  Bristol  Channel  is  flat,  low  lying  and  drained 
by  deep  “ reens  ” or  ditches,  further  inland  the  country  is 
hilly  and  undulating.  The  land  is  mostly  agricultural  grass 
land,  very  little  corn  is  grown.  There  is  a good  deal  of 
timber  grown. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1921 — 2121. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1921 — 2288. 

Rateable  Value,  j£i  27,019. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  ,£529  4s.  1 id. 


Social  Conditions. 


The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  area  are 
agricultural,  about  1000  men  are  employed  in  a steel  works 
in  fhe  Rogerstone  Parish. 

The  conditions  of  employment  are  not  in  any  way  detri- 
mental to  health. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population. — The  Census  population  for  1921  was 
1 1. 5 1 5,  including  troops  then  encamped  in  Tredegar  Park. 

The  estimated  populatioh  for  1925  was  1 1440,  compared 
with  1 1250  for  1924. 

Birth  Rate. — The  number  of  Births  registered  was  : — 


M. 

F. 

Total  Births 

TOO 

1 14 

214 

Legitimate 

99 

1 13 

2 ! 2 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

The  Birth  rate  per 

1000  of  population  was 

00 

Sj 

The  Birth  rate  for 

1920  was 

24.8,  1921  18, 

.2,  I922 

1923  19.7,  1924  24.8. 

The  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1 8. 3 . 

DEATH  Rate. — The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during 
tne  year  was  123  (M.  54,  F.  69)  giving  a Death  rate  of  10.7 
per  1000. 

The  Death  rate  for  1920  was  10..9,  1921  9.4,  1922  1 1. 1, 
1923  9.2,  1924  10.9. 

The  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.2. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  3 

Influenza  •••  4 

Encephalitis  Let'hargica  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  9 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  o 

Cancer  ...  II 

Rheumatic  Fever  ...  2 

Diabetes  ...  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  4 

Heart  Disease  ...  18 

Arterio  Sclerosis  ...  5 

Bronchitis  ...  II 

Pneumonia  ...  7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  1 
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Ulcer  of  Stomach  ...  2 

Appendicitis  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  2 

Congenital  Debility,  etc.  ...  6, 

Violence  ...  2 

Other  Causes  ...  31 


Infant  Mortality.  The  number  of  Deaths  in  children 
under  1 year  was  19.  (9  boys  and'  10  girls)  giving  an  Infant 
Mortality  rate  of  88.7.  The  rate  for  1920  was  79.0,  1921  99.0, 
1922  77.4,  1923  55.5,  1924  79.0. 

The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  75.0. 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  administered  by  the 
Relieving  Offices  during  the  year  was  £2336  7s.  iod. 

All  Poor  Law  patients  are  attended  by  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Union  and  when  necessary,  hospital 
treatment  is  provided  at  the  Union’s  Hospital  in  Newport. 

There  were  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which 
have  been  specially  noteworthy  during  the  year. 

Hospitals  provided  or  .subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council : — 

(j)  TUBERCULOSIS.— All  cases  under  this  head  are  dealt 
with  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial. 

(2)  MATERNITY. — Cases  can  be  sent  to  Cardiff  Royal 

Infirmary  at  the  expense  of  the  Council. 

(3)  Children. — Nil.  The  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  is 

available. 

(4)  Fever  Hospitals. — Nil.  The  Newport  Corporation  - 

Isolation  Hospital  take  cases  on  request  if  they 
have  vacant  beds  upon  payment  of  £3  3s.  per  week 
per  case. 

(5)  SMALL  Pox. — Nil.  The  County  Council  deal  with  this 

disease.  There  are  no  Hospitals  within  the  area. 

There  are  no  Institutional  Provisions  in  the  area  for 
unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  or  homeless  children. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  cases,  the  Newport  Corporation  Am- 
bulance can  be  hired  when  required. 

(b)  For  Non-Inf  ectious  cases  and  accident  cases,  none 
in  the  area,  but  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  Motor  Ambu- 
lances can  be  hired. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Centre. — There  are  two 
Centres  in  the  area  provided  and  maintained  by  the  County 
Council. 


edical  Officer 

District  Served 

Premises  used 

Date  of 
Opening 

Day  of  Att’dance 

Domestic  Arts 
Centre, 
Rogerstone 
School 

M.  Proudfoot 

Rogerstone, 
Bassaleg  and 
Rhiwderin 

12/11/17 

Alternate  Fridays 
10 — 12  noon. 

■.  M.  Gordon 

St.  Mellons, 
Peterstone  and 
Rumney 

Wesleyan  Chapel, 
Rumney 

5/12/17 

Alternate 
Thursdays 
2 — 4 p.m. 

Day  Nurseries. — Nil. 

School  Clinics. — These  are  all  arranged  at  Newport 
under  the  County  M.O.H.  A Travelling  Motor  Dental  Clinic 
visits  the  Schools  in  the  area  periodically  to  give  treatment. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. — Nil. 

Tuberculosis  Visiting  Stations. — Patients  are  seen 
every  Saturday  at  4 Palmyra  Place,  Newport,  by  Physicians 
of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association. 

Treatment  Centres  for  Venereal  Diseases. — This  is 
available  at  The  Royal  Gwent  Hospital,  Newport,  the  treat- 
ment Centre  for  the  County. 

The  days  and  hours  of  attendance  are : — 

Males.  Mondays  at  4 p.m. 

Wednesdays  at  2 p.m. 

Thursdays  (old  cases  only)  at  4 p.m. 

' Fridays  at  6 p.m. 

Females.  Mondays  at  2 p.m. 

Thursdays  at  2 p.m. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  a part  time  officer, 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  a whole  time  officer j and 
also  acts  as  Food  Inspector. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General.— No  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for 
general  nursing.  This  work  is  carried  on  by  private  enterprise 
and  District  Nursing  Associations. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.— Nil. 

Midwives, — The  Council  do  not  subsidise  any  midwives. 
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The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  area  is  5- 

CHEMICAL  WORK. — Arrangements'  are  made  for  this  work 
to  be  done  by  the  County  Public  Analyst,  or  at  the  County 
Council  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Legislation  in  Force. — 

ACTS. — Public  Health  (Amendment)  .1890  (Part  III.) 

24/3/1900. 

Byelaws. — 

Cleansing  of  footpaths  and  pavements,  22/2/02. 

Removal  of  house  refuse,  22/2/02. 

Nuisances,  22/2/02. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  22/2/02. 

Slaughter  Houses,  22/2/02. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  22/2/02. 

Regulations. — 

(1)  As  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  14/3/00. 

(2)  Water  supply  to  specified  parishes,  12/4/05. 

The  Council,  as  a Local  Authority,  do  not  enter  into  any 
administrative  co-operation  with  the  auxiliary  services  of 
National  Health  Insurance,  Voluntary  Hospitals  or  Poor  Law. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — Considering  the  size  of  the  area  (25,813  acres), 
the  Water  supply  is  good. 

The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  supplied  from  (a) 
Newport  Corporation  Supply  (b)  your  own  Reservoir  at  Castle- 
ton  (c)  Cardiff  City  Water  Supply  (d)  small  reservoirs  provided 
by  land  owners,  e.g.,  Tredegar  Estate  (e)  for  isolated  farms 
and  houses,  wells  and  springs.  The  water  from  these  wells 
and  springs  are  all  satisfactory. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  River  Ebbw,  which  runs 
through  your  District  for  about  6 miles,  and  the  River  Rumney, 
which  bounds  the  District  on  the  South  West,  are  both  badly 
polluted,  chiefly  with  coal  dust  discharged  into  the  rivers  from 
coal  washeries  at  the  adjacent  collieries,  and  also-  with  acid 
from  tinworks.  There  is  very  little  sewage  pollution  of  these 
rivers.  No  action  is  taken  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  these 
rivers  in  respect  of  the  coal  or  acid. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  more  populous  parts  of 
your  area  are  served  by  efficient  sewerage  systems.  The 
undermentioned  portions  of  the  District  being  sewered  and 
having  the  water  carriage  system. 

(1)  Rogerstone,  Bassaleg,  Rhiwderin,  and  parts  of  the 
Parish  of  St.  Woolos  are  connected  up  to  the  Western  Valleys 
Main  Trunk  Sewer. 
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(2)  Portions  of  the  Parishes  of  St.  .Woolos  and  Malpas, 
adjacent  to<  the  Newport  Borough  Boundary  are  connected  up 
to  the  Newport  Sewers. 

(3)  Rumney.  Here  the  subsidiary  sewers  are  all  con- 
nected up  to  the  Ystradfodwg  Main  Trunk  Sewer. 

Extension  of  the  sewers  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  at  Rumney,  Rogerstone,  and  St.  Woolos,  in  order  to 
meet  the  building  developments  in  these  areas. 

Closet  Accommodation. — 236  New  Water  Closets  were 
provided  during  the  year,  mainly  in  connection  with  new 
houses. 

12  Pail  Closets  were  converted  to  water  closets. 

Parish  of  Rogerstone. 


Water  Closets 

7 25  approx. 

Other  types,  pails,  privies,  etc. 

46  approx. 

Parish  of  Graig. 

77 1 

Water  Closets 

226 

Other  types 

39 

264 

Parish  of  Marshfield. 

Water  Closets 

81 

Other  types 

97 

178 

Parish  of  St.  Woolos. 

Water  Closets 

193 

Other  types 

21 

Parish  of  Malpas. 

214 

Water  Closets 

155 

Other  types 

53 

208 

Parish  of  Henllys. 

Water  Closets 

17 

Other  types 

61 

78 

Parish  of  Rumney. 

Water  Closets 

396 

Other  types 

3'0 

Parish  of  St.  Mellons. 

42O 

Water  Closets 

47 

Other  types 

1 12 

159 
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In  the  following  Parishes,  where  the  farms  and  cottages 
are  very  scattered,  the  number  of  Water  Closets  is  negligible. 
The  approximate  number  of  “ Pails,”  “ Privies  ” and  “ Earth 
Closets,”  etc. , are  : — 


Lower  Machen 

37 

Coedkernew 

24 

Bettws 

21 

St.  Brides 

63 

Duffryn 

50 

Peter  stone 

2; 

SCAVENGING. — All  the  larger  villages  are  scavenged  by 
the  Council,  the  work  being  let  out  to>  contract  each  year. 
The  ashes  and  house  refuse  being  removed  twice  a week. 

This  refuse,  etc.,  is  placed  ready  for  collection  by  the 

householders  in  moveable  receptacles.  No-  special  form  of 
covered  ash  bins  are  used  except  in  houses  owned  by  the 
Council. 

The  refuse  thus  collected  is  deposited  on  suitable  tipping 
grounds  as  far  as  possible  from  the  villages. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

(See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report) — page  14. 

Smoke  Abatement. — No-  action  has  been  taken  under 
this  head. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by 
Byelaws  and  Regulations.  There  is  no  need  for  any  action 
under  this  head  in  your  District. 

SCHOOLS. — The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of 
the  Schools  in  your  District  are  good.  Disinfection  and 
re-colouring  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Housing. 

General  Housing  Conditions. 

The  overcrowding  which  exists  is  more  prevalent  in  the 
Rogerstone  District  (which  is  the  industrial  centre)  than  in 
other  parts  of  the  Rural  Area,,  and  arises  mainly  from  the 
housing  shortage.  The  limited1  financial  resources  of  families, 
which  necessitate  letting  of  apartments,  may  also  be  regarded 
as  a contributory  cause  in  some  instances. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  overcrowding  which  does  exist 
will  be  largely  remedied  by  the  erection  of  a further  22  Coun- 
cil houses  on  the  Uplands  site  at  Rogerstone,  during  the 
coming  year. 
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The  shortage  of  houses  at  Bassaleg  and  Rhiwderin  (in 
the  Parish  of  Graig) ,•  which  has  arisen  mainly  an  account  of 
railway  developments  in  the  district,  is  being  met  by  the 
Council’s  proposed  scheme  to  erect  — houses  at  Bassaleg 
and  — houses  at  Rhiwderin. 

122  houses  have  been  built  by  the  Council  since  1921. 

The  following  are  instances  of  overcrowding  which  came 
under  notice  during  the  year:  — 

1.  Cottage  consisting  of  one  small  bedroom  and  living 

room  occupied  by  husband,  wife  and  4 children. 

2.  Damp  and  defective  basement  room  occupied  as  a 

combined  living  and  sleeping  room  by  husband,  wife 
and  3 children.  (Alternative  accommodation  found, 
dwelling  vacated  and  closed). 

3.  House  with  three  rooms  occupied  by  two  families 

(five  adults  and  seven  children),  one  family  (husband, 
wife  and  four  children)  sleeping  in  small  bedroom 
suitable  for  two>  persons  only.  (More  satisfactory 
accommodation  obtained  for  sub-tenant  elsewhere). 

4.  House  with  three  small  bedrooms,  occupied  by  two 

families  (five  adults  and  six  children).  Sub-tenant’s 
family  (husband,  wife  and  three  children)  sleeping 
in  one  bed  in  small  bedroom.  (More  satisfactory 
accommodation  found  for  sub-tenant). 

5.  Husband,  wife  and  three  children  in  apartments  sleep- 

ing in  one  small  room. 

According  to  the  1921  Census  Returns,  the  number  of 
rooms  (living  rooms,  i.e.,  Kitchen  and  Bedroom)  per  person 
in  the  St.  Mellons  Rural  Area  was  1.12.  For  the  whole 
County  of  Monmouthshire,  1.00  ; for  the  County  and  Munici- 
pal Boroughs  and  other  Urban  Districts  in  Monmouthshire, 
0.98.  The  total  for  the  Rural  Areas  in  Monmouthshire,  1.18. 


Total  No.  of 

rooms  per  person : — 

County  of 

County  and  Rural  Districts 

St.  Mellons 

Monmouth 

Municipal 

Area 

* 

Boroughs 

and  other 

Urban  Areas 

I. OO 

O.98  1. 18 

1. 12 

Rapid  building  developments  (private  enterprise)  are  in 
progress  in  the  Parishes  of  Rumney  and  St.  Woolos,  and  in  a 
less  degree,  Malpas,  and  large  increases  in  the  population  of 
these  parishes  are  due  to  this  residentian  development. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  District  may  be 
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regarded  as  fairly  satisfactory,  except  for  some  of  the  older 
types  of  houses. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in 
unfit  houses  were  chiefly  structural  dilapidations,  such  as>: 
defective  roofs  and  rain-water  troughiing,  damp  walls,  defec- 
tive windows  and  floors  ; back-tO'  earth  ; and  lack  of  adequate 
through  ventilation. 

Action  taken  as  regards  Unfit  Houses. 

1921.  — Three  dilapidated  and  unoccupied  cottages 

demolished  by  owners. 

Three  premises  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  in  respect  of  which  representations 
were  made. 

(One  of  the  houses  thoroughly  repaired). 

Six  premises  previously  represented  as  “ unfit  ” 
put  into  a more  satisfactory  condition. 

1922. — Three  premises  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation,  in  respect  of  which  representations 
were  made. 

(One  of  the  houses  generally  repaired). 

Three  premises  previously  represented  as  “unfit” 
put  into  a more  satisfactory  habitable  condition. 

1923.  — One  house  found  to  be  “ unfit  ” for  habitation, 

in  respect  of  which  representations  were  made. 

1924.  — Two  houses  found  to  be  “ unfit  ” for  habitation, 

in  respect  of  which  representations  were  made. 

Three  premises  previously  represented  as  “unfit” 
put  into  a more  satisfactory  habitable  condition. 

1925.  — Four  premises  found  to  be  “ unfit  ” for  habita- 

tion, in  respectof  which  representations  were 
made.  Two  of  these  have  been  closed.  In 
addition  two  thatched  cottages  at  Ebbw  Bridge 
were  vacated  and  demolished  in  connection  with 
the  Newport-Cardiff  Road  Improvement  Scheme, 
alternative  accommodation  being  provided  for 
the  displaced  tenants  by  the  erection  of  new 
houses. 

Two  houses  previously  represented  as  “ unfit,” 
generally  repaired. 

A total  of  39  houses  have  been  entirely  re-roofed  during 
the  past  5 years. 

Conditions  as  to  water  supply,  closet  accommodation  and 
refuse  disposal  have  been  dealt  with  under  their  separate 
headings. 
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Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  2 Wooden  Bungalows)  140 
)b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts : — 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(ii.)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  47 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses — 

Inspection— (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ..r  ...  277 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions, 1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation!  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing 

Town-planning,  etc.  Act,  1919  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  29 

)2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  29 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food, 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  produced  in  the  area  is  of  a very  good  standard 
as  regards  quality  and  cleanliness.  The  distribution  of  the 
milk  is  also  carried  out  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

Large  quantities  of  milk  are  produced  in  the  District  for 
export  to  the  neighbouring  towns'  of  Cardiff  and  Newport, 
and  I must  say  that  the  conditions  under  which  this  business 
is  conducted  have  vastly  improved  during  the  past  5 years. 
Practically  all  the  Cowsheds  have  been  extensively  repaired 

u 


and  brought  up  to  more  modern  requirements.  Tuberculosis 
amongst  milch  cows  has  been  very  rare. 

During  1925.  27  Cowsheds  and  Dairy  premises  were 
repaired  and  in  the  majority  of  these  defective  floors  were 
taken  up  and  replaced  by  properly  constructed  impervious 
floors  with  suitable  means  of  drainage  provided. 

During  the  past  5 years,  159  Cowsheds  have  been  dealt 
with  and1  generally  repaired. 

Three  cases  of  Tuberculous  milk  were  dealt  with  during 
during  the  year  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Health  Dept. 

Two  milch  cows  found  on  Veterinary  examination  to  be 
infected  with  Tuberculosis  were  disposed  of  and  eventually 
slaughtered. 

A total  of  6 cows  have  been  disposed  of  as  a result  of 
bacteriological  examination  of  milk  samples. 

(b)  Meat. 

Meat  INSPECTION. — This  is  carried'  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  is  Meat  Inspector  under  the  192 A Meat  Regu- 
lation. There  is  no  Public  Abattoir  in  your  District.  All 
slaughtering1  done  is  carried  out  in  private  slaughter  houses, 
which  have  been  regularly  visited  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 
There  are  seven  slaughter  houses  in  use : — 


Registered 

Licensed 

In  1920 
5 
5 

January,  1925 
Nil 
6 

December,  1925 
Nil 
7 

Total 

10 

6 

7 

12  cwt.  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  has  been  destroyed 
during  the  year. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  has  been  nothing  remarkable  of  Infectious  Diseases 
generally  over  the  period  of  1920-1925,  except  that  during 
the  past  two1  years  diphtheria  has  been  prevalent  in  the  small 
hamlet  of  Henllys,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  Urban  District  of 
Llantarinam,  — where  Diphtheria  has  also  been  prevalent. 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  has  been  used  promptly  in  all  cases,  a 
free  supply  being  issued  to  doctors  practising  in  the  District. 
The  regulations  of  January  1st,  1919,  in  regard  to  Pneumonia, 
Disentery,  Malaria,  and  Trench,  Fever,  do'  not  produce  very 
satisfactory  results. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  are  carried  out  at  the  County  Council  Laboratory. 

The  Schich  and  Dick  tests  in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet 
Fever  are  not  used.  * * 
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No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  performed 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health 
(Small  Pox  Prevention)  Act. 

No  facilities  are  available  in  the  area  for  cleansing  and 
disinfection  of  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings.  The 
premises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection 
are  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Cases 

admitted 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

notified: 

nil 

Hospitals 

nil 

ml 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

2 

nil 

Diphtheria 

44 

9 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

•2 

1 

nil 

Puerperal  Fever 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Pneumonia 

nil 

nil 

7 

nil 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable  nil 

nil 

(specify  disease) 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  period 

0 

1 

5 

io 

20 

25 

35 

45 

■55 

65 


New  cases  and  Mortality,  1925. 

New  cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


M.  F 


M 


F. 


Total 


... 

1 

1 

3 



1 

... 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

7 

4 

4 

1 

... 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under 
these  Regulations  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Youir  obedient  Servant, 

NOEL  N.  WADE. 


ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT 

OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  St.  Mellons 
Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit,  herewith,  my  report  of  the  Sanitary  and 
other  work,  carried  out-  during  the  year  ending  the  31st 
December,  1925. 

209  Preliminary  Notices  and  informal  intimations  were 
served  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  was  29. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report,  despite  the  abnor- 
mal conditions  prevailing  during  the  past  few  years,  and  the 
consequent  difficulties  arising  in  many  cases,  in  getting 
necessary  repairs  carried  .out, — that  in  the  majority  of 
instances  defects  have  been  remedied  by  the  owners  (or 
agents),  as  a result  of  informal  intimations  only,  without 
the  necessity  arising  for  bringing  the  same  to  the  notice  of 
the  Council  for  any  further  action. 

In  every  instance,  where  practicable,  the  owners  or 
agents  were  personally  interviewed,  with  a view  to  having 
defects  remedied,  and  nuisances  abated  and,  when  desired, 
appointments  were  made:  to  meet  them  on  the  premises 
concerned. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  usually  found  in  the 
houses  isspected  were:  — 

(i.)  Defective  roofs  and  rain-water  troughing. 

(ii.)  Damp  walls. 

(iih)  Defective  windows  and  floors. 

(iv.)  Want  of,  or  defective,  yard  paving. 

(vi.)  Choked  and  defective  drains. 

Four  premises  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion, in  respect  of  which  representations  were  made.  Two  of 
these  are  now  closed,  and  substantial  alterations  and  improve- 
ments have  been  arranged  for  at  another  of  the  houses. 

14 


Two  premises,  previously  represented  as  unfit,  have  been 
put  into  a more  satisfactory  and  habitable  condition,  while 
two  others  were  vacated  and  subsequently  demolished. 

Eight  bad  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  during 
my  inspections,  and  were  reported  to  you. 

Again  this  year,  some  outlying  cottages  visited  were 
found  to  have  an  unsatisfactory  water  supply  by  reason  of 
contamination  from  surface  pollution,  while  a few  other 
premises  visited  were  inadequately  supplied  with  water.  The 
wells  thus  contaminated  were  attended  to  and  the  necessary 
work  carried  out  to  protect  the  water  from  further  pollution. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


The  scavenging  contracts,  of  which  there  are  now  seven, 
have  on  the  whole  been  satisfactorily  carried  out  during'  the 
year.  A few  complaints  were  received  and  attended  to,  on 
account  of  house  refuse  and  other  rubbish  being  deposited  on 
lanes  and  open  spaces  instead  of  in  proper  receptacles  for 
removal  by  the  scavenging  contractor,  as  prescribed  in  the 
Council’s  Byelaws. 

The  refuse  from  houses  is  collected  twice  weekly,  except 
at  St.  Mellons,  which  is  a weekly  collection. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out,  and 
inspections  made  during  the  year:  — 

House  to  House  inspections 
Other  special  inspections  of  houses  . 

Premises  generally  repaired 
Premises  represented  as  unfit 
Premises  closed  (voluntarily) 

Additional  light  and  ventilation  in 
sleeping  rooms 

Forecourts  or  back  yards  to  houses 
nev/ly  paved,  or  repaired 
Rainwater  Troughing  and  Pipes  fixed 
and  repaired 
Houses  re-roofed 

Damp  walls  repaired  and  remedied... 

Floors  of  living  rooms  relaid 
Premises  visited 
Inspections  following  complaints 
Nuisances  abated 

Offensive  Ditches  and  Water  Courses 
cleansed 

Houses  cleansed 
Overcrowding  reported 
Wells  repaired  and  constructed 


53 

194 

76 

4 

2 


14 

40 

5 

14 

5 

540 

95 

106 
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Premises  provided  with  more  adequate 
supply  of  water  ...  7 

Works  in  progress,  visits  made  thereto  251 

Interviews  and  appointments  with 
Owners  and  Agents  with  reference 
to  repairs,  etc.  ...  138 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  ...  143 

Water. 

No.  of  Samples  taken  ...  4 

I nf ect  ious  D iseases. 

All  the  notified  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  repeated- 
ly visited,  and  instructions  given,  together  with  precautionary 
notices. 

In  every  case  necessary  disinfectants  were  supplied,  and 
the  house  disinfected  at  the  certified  termination  of  each  case. 

The  drains  of  every  house  thus  visited  are  inspected,  and 
if  necessary  tested,  when  investigating  notified  cases  of 


infectious  disease. 

Visits  made  ...  176 

Houses  disinfected  ...  49 

House  Drains. 

Drains  connected  to  Sewers  ...  87 

New  Drains  Laid  ...  192 

Repaired  and  cleansed  ...  58 

New  Inspection  Chambers  provided 

on  existing  Drains  ...  '5 


Inspections  to  newly  constructed, 

defective  and  repaired  Drains  ...  297 

23  drains,  when  inspected  and  tested,  following  repair  or 
construction,  were  found  to  be  defective,  necessitating 
further  visits  of  inspection  as  the  defects  were  remedied.  It 
was  found  necessary  to  have  9 newly  constructed  drains 
taken  up  and  entirely  relaid,  to  ensure  satisfactory  comple- 
tion of  the.  work. 

Water  Closets. 

Flushing  Tanks  have  been  fixed  in  all  new  W.C.’s  pro- 
vided during  the  year. 

New  Water  Closets  provided  . . . 236 

Repaired  ...  16 

New  Flush  Tanks  provided  to  existing 
W.C.’s  ...  6 

Flush  Tanks  repaired  ...  5 

Defective  Closet  Pans  replaced  ...  4 
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Privies  and  Pails. 

New  Pail  Closets  ...  r 

Converted  to  Water  Closets  ...  12 

From  Privy  to  Pail  ...  2 

Repaired  and  Cleansed  ...  15 

Cesspools, 

New  Cesspools  constructed  ...  29 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  9 

New  Septic  Tanks  constructed  ...  1 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  remedied  5 

Accumulations  of  Manure,  &o.  removed  12 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Visits  made  thereto  ...  187 

Repaired  ...  2 


(One  new  slaughter  house  was  erected  and  licensed 
during  the  year. 

Inspections  were  also  made  of  a number  of  pig  carcases 
killed  on  private  premises,  in  respect  of  which  notifications 
of  intended  slaughter  had  been  received,  in  accordance  with 
the  P.H.  Meat  Regulations. 

In  a scattered  area  as  this,  in  which  the  slaughter  houses 
are  situated  considrable  distances  apart,  the  work  involved 
in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered  for 
food,  at  the  time  of  slaughter  and  dressing  of  the  carcases, 
necessitates  a good  deal  of  time  being  exclusively  devoted  to 
this  work  if  the  same  is  to  be  properly  carried  out,  and  under 
existing  conditions,  the  systematic  inspection  of  meat  is  a 
very  difficult  matter. 

The  following  diseased  and  unsound  meat  was  destroyed 
as  unfit  for  human  food : — 


I. 

Beef  (Two  carcases,  Tubercular)  ... 

857  lbs. 

2. 

Beef — Parts  of  carcases 

95  lbs. 

3- 

Liver 

11 7 lbs. 

4- 

Lungs 

85  lbs. 

5- 

Mutton 

27  lbs. 

6. 

Pork  (one  carcase) 

97  lbs. 

7- 

Pork — Parts  of  carcase 

41  lbs. 

8. 

Offal 

135  lbs. 

Total  ... 

1454  lbs. 

Workshops. 


Inspections 

29 

Cleansed 

2 

Repaired 

nil 

Bakehouses. 

Inspections 

...  46 

Cleansed  and  Limewashed 

3 

Repaired 

1 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Repeated  inspections  of  the  whole  of  the  Cowsheds, 
Dairies,  etc.,  in  the  Council’s  area  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  year,  and  representations  made  to  the  persons 
responsible  regarding  any  sanitary  defects,  etc.,  requiring  to 
be  remedied. 

Necessary  action  has  been  taken  to  ensure  that,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  Council’s  Regulations  were  complied  with,  in 
respect  of  all  premises  whereon  milk  is  produced  for  sale,  or 
from  which  milk  is  retailed 

The  taking  of  “ informal  ” samples  of  milk  for  Bacterio- 
logical examination  at  the  County  Laboratory,  commenced 
in  October,  1924,  has  been  continued  during  the  year  These 
samples  are  taken  with  the  view  mainly  of  detecting  Tuber- 
culosis in  the  milk,  and  also  manurial  and  other  contamination. 
In  each  case  when  a sample  is  taken  the  result  o-f  the  Bacterio- 
logical examination  is  communicated  to  the  Producer  or 
Retailer  concerned,  and  necessary  action  taken  when  there 
are  indications  of  want  of  care  in  handling  the  milk,  or  of 
manurial  or  other  contamination. 

Number  of  Producers  and/or  Whole- 
sale Traders  on  the  Register,  Jan. 

1925  193 

Registered  during  1925  8 

201 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  on 
the  Register,  Jan.  1925  74 

Registered  during  1925  9 

*83 

Combined  total,  Dec.,  1925  284 


(*0f  this  number,  45  are  also  registered  as  Producers). 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Inspections  made  ...  975 

New  Cowsheds  erected  ...  2 

New  Outbuildings  for  Milk,  Utensils,  etc.  9 
Premises  generally  repaired  ...  27 

New  Floors  constructed  ...  21 

Floors  repaired  ...  ^ 

Increased  light  and  ventilation 

provided  ...  21 

Drains  provided  or  repaired  ...  18 

More  adequate  Water  Supply  ...  4 

Representations  as  to  Limewashing 

and  cleansing  complied  with  ...  25 

Interviews  and  appointments  with 

Owners  and  Agents,  with  reference 
to  repairs  and  improvements  ...  51 


Milk. 


Number  of  Samples  taken  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspector  ...  83 

Nuisances  from  Keeping  Animals,  etc. 

Number  abated  ...  7 

New  Buildings. 

Sixty-nine  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  on  Jan.  1st, 
1925,  and  208  new  houses  were  commenced  during  the  year, 
making  a total  of  277. 

J3/  houses  were  completed  ready  for  occupation  during 


1925. 

Houses  in  course  of  erection 

Houses 

31st  December,  1925. 

completed 

Rogerstone 

A 

1925. 

2 

Rassaleg 

2 

Castleton  and  Marshfield 

± - - 

5 

St.  Mellons 

2 

Rumney 

89 

St.  Woolos 

30 

Malpas 

8 

Total 

138 

At  Rumney,  an  Outbuilding  was  converted  into  a dwelling 
house  (plan  approved),  and  two  wooden  bungalows  were 
erected  and  occupied  at  St.  Woolos. 
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The  whole  of  the  new  Buildings  in  course  of  erection 
were  regularly  visited  during  the  progress  of  the  work. 

Appointments  and  Interviews  with 
Builders,  etc.  ...  13 1 

Contraventions  of  Byelaws  remedied  38 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1378, 

Certificates  of  Occupation  granted — 
representing  138  houses  ...  119 

In  1920,  18  houses  and  3 wooden  bungalows  were  com- 
pleted. (One  previously  condemned  cottage  was  recon- 
structed and  re-occupied). 

In  1921,  24  houses  were  completed.  (One  Outbuilding 
was  converted  into  a dwelling  (plans  approved)  and  occupied). 

In  1922,  32  houses  were  completed. 

In  1923,  70  houses  were  completed. 

In  1924,  58  houses  were  completed.  (One  Outbuilding 
was  converted  into  a dwelling  (plans  approved)  and  occupied). 

I beg  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  O.  LEWIS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


